9th TERRE DES FEMMES Filmfestival “Women’s World” 

Tuebingen, Germany, 19 - 25 of November 2009

The ninth Filmfestival “Women’sWorlds” handed over honour awards for “Courageous Commitment for Human Rights of Women” to the young award-winning film-maker Hana Makhmalbaf from Iran and the courageous peace activist Leymah Gbowee from Liberia, Africa on Saturday November 21st, 2009.

Tübingen, November 23rd, 2009

The honour award for “Courageous Commitment for Human Rights of Women” was given to Leymah Gbowee and Hana Makhmalbaf in Tuebingen on Saturday November 21st, 2009. The awards were presented by Christa Stolle, CEO of TERRE DES FEMMES and Irene Jung, Filmfest Director of TERRE DES FEMMES.

Hana Makhmalbaf. The 21-year-old Iranian film director Hana Makhmalbaf, who screened her first film at Locarno film festival at the age of nine and won her first award at Venice Festival at the age of 15, is the youngest member of the  family of film-makers Makhmalbaf. She brought her latest docufiction “Green Days” to Tuebingen which was shot during the riots accompanying the presidential elections in Iran in June 2009. With a mixture of amateur-shots and secretly shot feature film scenes in the streets of Tehran she captured euphoria, joy, anger and grief of the Iranian people and brings up the hope that democracy and human rights will come true for the poeople and also for women in Iran. 

Hana Makhmalaf expressed in her acceptance speech: ”I'm 21 years old. In four years I will be 25. Why am I talking about the number 25?  It's the 25th International award I receive, but for other people it willl remind them of 25 years of prison in the Islamic Republic of the dictatorship of Iran. I want to dedicate this award with all my respect and love to Mr. Amir Entezam, who has been prisoner of that dictatorship without having committed any sin. And if these days I and my generation can even think of freedom, it is because of the 25 years of resistance in prison (it means, more than my age) of people like Mr. Amir Entezam.”

Leymah Gbowee. Leymah Gbowee is the courageous heroine of the award-winning documentary “Pray the Devil Back to Hell” about the women, who – without any military or political power and totally disregarded by the world - forced the end of the bloody civil war in Liberia. Leymah Gbowee is director of WIPSEN, a pan-African network of women who are searching for peaceful solutions for the wars that are destroying various African societies. Leymah Gbowee has been honored for her  outstanding commitment by the University of Havard, the White House Project and the Global Fund for Women.

Leymah expressed in her speech of acceptance: “It is important for every one of us to keep in mind: as long as even one single woman experiences violence, no woman on earth is truly free. As long as even one single woman experiences violence, no community is truly free and as long as even one single woman experiences violence, men can not boast to be free, either.”

More information as well as press pictures for download under www.womensrights.de/filmfest, under Festival 2009

